It is commonly considered that soils require organic matter, which may or may not be the case. If they do, it is pertinent to ask what quantities are required, and what principles should be followed in supplying them under various climatic conditions. If they do not require it under some conditions but do under others, it is pertinent to ask if climate is one of the determining factors, and why. If organic matter is not required at all, the fact is not yet proved and would be the only thing left for discussion under the title that the leader of this symposium has suggested for this paper.
